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Message from the Minister  
 

 

With Jesus in the Wilderness 
One of the joys of exploring the scriptures is that, over the years, you 
begin to recognise themes that run through, what are in the end 66 
different books in different literary styles. One of these is that of 
‘wilderness’. The starting point for this theme is obviously the story of 
the Exodus; God’s people enslaved in Egypt are set free and wander in 
the wilderness for 40 years before entering the Promised Land. This 
story is re-told time and again in various ways all the way through the 
scriptures including in Acts chpt.7, in Stephens speech before the 
Sandrahin shortly before he becomes the first Christian martyr. 

It is not surprising then, that ‘wilderness’ also appears in the story of 
Jesus’ life. At the beginning of his ministry he goes in to the wilderness 
to meet with John the Baptist who then baptises him ‘to fulfil all 
righteousness’ and then is driven further into the wilderness for 40 days 
to be tempted by the devil. In Matthew prior to the feeding of the 5000, 
Jesus withdraws to a solitary place (Mat 14: 13) and it is in this solitary 
place where the feeding takes place.  

Wilderness in the scriptures is a place of risk –the devil is there and 
there are ‘wild animals but also angels (Mark 1: 12-13). It is also the 
place were God is encountered, as in Moses and the burning bush 
(Exodus chpt. 3). 

This Lent we will be exploring the theme of ‘Jesus in the wilderness’ in   
a variety of ways. We will focus on 5 wilderness themes all linked to a 
passage in the Gospels—mainly from Luke’s Gospel 
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Temptation—Luke 4: 1-13 
Giving up - Luke 9: 57-62 
Taking up—Luke 9 23-26 

Transformation—Luke 9: 28-36 
Wild animals & Angels—Mark 1: 12-13 

There will be 5 Thursdays where you are invited to come and join a 
group to explore one of the Wilderness themes, the groups will be 
based in the church. The dates are 22 February; 1, 8, 15 & 22 of March 
2018, all starting at 7.30pm. 

The hope is that the different groups will work towards creating a prayer 
station linked to the theme, which will then be on display in the church 
during Holy Week, used in a Lent Sunday service and Thursday 
evening event. 

There will be a day pilgrimage to Southwell Minster. The day will include 
a guided tour around the minster; an opportunity to ‘walk the labyrinth’ 
and experience a led meditation. There will also be time for you to 
explore the Minster or Southwell itself 

As in previous years there is a Lent reading plan available. Over a 
period of 40 days, you will be reading through the Gospel of Luke. 
Using a reading plan is a great opportunity to follow Jesus on his way to 
the cross and beyond. It will help you reflect upon your own journey 
during Lent. 

And finally, Spiritual Direction or accompaniment is an ancient Christian 
tradition where a trained and gifted person walks with you for a period of 
time on your journey with God. 

Lent is a period of reflection and as part of Lent 2018 two Spiritual 
Directors from outside our church family will be available to journey with 
you through this time. You will be able to meet twice during the 5 weeks 
of Lent.  
A session lasts approximately one hour and you will be meeting on LBC 
premises, what is talked about will be confidential, with you deciding on 
the content.  
Can I encourage you to participate in the various events organised for 
this Lent period and I pray that this season of Lent will be a blessing to 
you. 

Grace & Peace 
Gert 
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Words of Inspiration 
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 
and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the 
Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace.  

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
sight of all nations: 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the 
child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace 
of God was on him. 

Luke Chapter 2 v 25-35 and 39-40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                February 2018 
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News of the Fellowship 
 
It was with sadness that we heard of the death of Ken Northcote on 
Saturday January 13th, please pray for Sandy and all Ken’s family as 
they mourn his loss. 

Please remember in prayer those recovering from operations or 
illness. Kathleen Marsh recovering at home after breaking her hip, 
Jenny Warren who has had a knee replacement, Keith Hall who is 
currently in Glenfield hospital and Roy & Moyra Davies recovering from 
chest infections.  

We continue to remember our elderly friends some of whom are house 
bound during the winter weather, others who are becoming frail, 
especially Dennis Hubbard, Doreen Bishop, Fred Vallelly and Ken 
Cotterill. 

And continue to remember the Lewis family in your prayers, they were 
thrilled to learn that Ellie and Theo could move to England permanently 
in January.  

Thank You’s 
 
Thank you to all who gave donations in lieu of presents for my birthday 
and for supporting the coffee morning. I have sent a cheque to Kidney 
Care UK for renal research totaling £565.70 

Thank you once again Pat Maisch 

 
A big Thank You to Kathleen, Betty and the church for the bulb bowls 
given to Dennis and myself for Christmas. In the middle of January,  
they are still lovely, each hyacinth produced two flowers and the 
crocuses are now coming out.      

Barbara 
 
 

A letter from Alison Gaunt (nee Brewin) 
I enclose a donation towards the cost of the monthly magazine which 
we receive. Thank you for continuing to send it, no doubt sometime we 
will pay a visit to Loughborough and LBC again. Until then best wishes 
to all ‘old’ friends.             

Alison and Phil 
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Dear lovely friends at LBC, 
Just thought I'd let you know that we're doing fine.  
You may have been wondering where we've got to. 
Well, the seasonal weather means that more often 
than not I decide it's best not to bring Mum right down 
to town. We were really missing Sunday worship and 
fellowship so, as we live just round the corner from 
Holywell Church, we have started to attend there.  
When we're up for it we still enjoy venturing out so I'm 
sure we'll be joining you sometimes and popping in 
too. 
Mum still connects so strongly with well remembered 
hymns. They are a source of great comfort to her. We 
do lots of singing every day. We enjoy daily readings 
and prayers. These life long habits of faith are 
providing new blessings for her now. The recognition 
and security of the daily habits give mum a firm 
anchor in a confused life. I believe God reaches her 
through the fog in her mind and brings her wonderful 
peace.  
This strange season of life which we'd never have 
devised for ourselves has without doubt blessed us 
all.  
Thank you for your love, care and support. You 
shouldn't under estimate the part you've played in our 
journey and we are so grateful for you. You are 
wonderful. 
Bless you all. 
Gwyneth and Gill  Xx 
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Thank you 
 

Samaritan’s Purse - One Saturday morning not long before Christmas 
four of us from LBC went to Leicester to see all the shoe boxes being 
loaded onto the lorries to set off for their destination. Firemen from 
Leicester came to do this job and we hoped that there wasn’t a fire in 
the area – for several reasons - one of them being that we would have 
to load the lorries if the firemen had to go! 
 
It was amazing how quickly all the boxes which had been put into 
cartons were loaded onto the lorry before it set off for its second pick up 
further up north. It is good to be able to think of all the children who 
would not otherwise have a present opening their boxes at Christmas. 
 
One of the things we thought we could do was to dress some dolls for 
the girls. The dolls would have to be able to fit in a shoe box and people 
who are willing and able could perhaps knot or sew clothes for them – 
any ideas please pass them on! 
 
Thank you also for your generosity in giving food for the food parcels. 
Over Christmas here were about ten homeless people who just had 
nowhere to go. The staff from Exaireo cooked a dinner for them on 
Christmas Day and the food was bought with money that had been 
donated by people within the church - it’s good to know some of the 
things that happen because of the money we give. 
 

Margaret Thirlwell 
 

A Peace Garden 

The idea of improving the appearance of the area around the War 
Memorial on the Church forecourt by creating a Peace Garden around it 
was discussed at the Local Baptist History Group meeting on January 
18th.  We have the experience of our award winning garden at the back 
of the Church and using this it was suggested that we have a few 
planter trays around the Memorial and stocking them with appropriate 
plants in the spring.  

If you would like to take part in creating a small Peace Garden at the 
front of the Church, please contact Pauline Anderson or Stan Cramer. 
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20/20 Vision Update – One year on 
The Church Meeting for 15th February will be largely taken up with 
sharing information between the four focus groups each of whom have 
been meeting since October. The groups have been asked to present a 
short report outlining the thrust of their deliberations and the likely 
direction of further discussion. 

This will give an opportunity for everyone at the meeting to ask 
questions and to make comments on the progress of the groups so far. 
Everybody associated with LBC is welcome to come to that meeting, as 
with all church meetings, whether a member or not. However, it is 
especially important that the participants of all the focus groups attend 
so that they are then aware of how the other groups are progressing 
and the areas in which there may be an overlap of interest. 

Hopefully the scripts of the presentations will be available by email 
before the meeting, but in any case shortly after it. It is envisaged that at 
the May church meeting each group will be able to present a concrete 
proposal that has emerged as a result of their discussions. 

There are just 2 more years until 2020. 

LBC Lunchtime Concerts 
 
The next lunchtime concert will be held on Tuesday 20th February when 
we expect a visit from the music students of the Loughborough 
Endowed Schools. The concert will feature young instrumentalists; if 
past visits are any guide to the standard of performance we can expect 
a superb concert because the school now has a special facility and staff 
to make it an elite school for music. They will be led by Ms Melanie 
Reinhard who will accompany as appropriate and who sets a very high 
standard. 
 
The January concert should have featured the After Eight Quartet, who 
came last summer to perform for the Holiday at Home programme. 
Unfortunately, owing to seasonal illness, they had to cancel at the last 
minute but Peter Taylor and David Gabe provided a Musical Quiz 
instead which was well-received as a substitute challenge and 
entertainment for the loyal audience. The good news is the main 
concert last December marked a 10th anniversary of the concerts 
although initially they were not regular. Appropriately the concert with a 
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Christmas theme was given by the Loughborough Ladies Choir which 
was founded at LBC in 1969 and has recently gone through a change of 
both conductor and accompanist so their future seems to be assured. A 
cheque for £1,300 was presented to the Rainbows Ambassador, Ivan 
Brookes, who reminded the audience in his response of thanks that the 
total sum given to Rainbows through the LBC concerts has now 
exceeded £15,000 and as the Hospice is over 90% dependent on 
charitable donations for its income this effort is most valuable. 

David Gabe 
 
 

 
Interesting statistics from the Church archives 

 
Church Magazine October 1985 

 
Some facts and figures from the Church Roll Secretary 

 
Our Church Community (members and adherents) numbers about: 
257 Households, of these:- 
136  are made up of people aged 60 and over  
121 are made up of people aged less than 60 
 
Of 398 people belonging to our community 221 are under 60 years and 
177 over 60 years 
 
Secondly, a different set of figures; this shows that of the 354 members 
and active adherents :- 
171 are receiving pensions    48% 
109 are full time earners    31% 
27 are part time earners    7.5% 
33 are partners of people earning ) 
14 are students or unemployed ) 13.5% 
 
At the time David Butcher and Nancy Hill were our Ministers, the 
secretary was Keith Boucher, the treasurer was Bert Coote and the 
Editor of the magazine was David Fox 
 

For the Local Baptist History Group, Stan Cramer 
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Family Worker News 
 
Christelle’s Dedication Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were so pleased to share the Service 
of Dedication on Sunday 10th December. 
Aby and Sheena made promises to care 
for Christelle and bring her up in a 
Christian home. Michelle sang a song of 
love for her new little sister. They were 
presented with a Children’s Family Bible, 
Christelle with a teddy knitted by Doris 
Jacobs and Michelle was given a 
Children’s Book of Prayers.  Both Michelle 
and Christelle’s names have been added 
to the Dedication Panel in the Foyer. It 
was a beautiful service. 
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Mums, Dads, grandparents, children and babies enjoyed a Christmas 
Lunch together on the Monday before Christmas and then visited Father 
Christmas in the family Room for either a unicorn puppet or teddy bear 
from his sack, chocolate tree hangings and a Nativity Story Book. 

On the Saturday before Christmas Little and Rising Stars hosted the 
Coffee Morning with crafts for children. We raised over £90 which has 
funded a moveable book case for the book corner. A love of books is so 
important in the development of the child and it is being enjoyed by the 
children already. Thank you for those that supported us. 

These groups have returned with enthusiasm. Little Stars and their 
parents are enjoying the Family Room and Rising Stars have created a 
farm scene which is displayed in Millennium 1. 
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At our final session before Christmas Father Christmas came to visit. 
Here we see Julia reading the story ‘Santa visits Loughborough’. 
Afterwards Father Christmas gave the children a selection box, a 
ceramic Christmas Tree ornament and a Nativity Story Book. Our willing 
helpers all received gifts too. 

In the New Year we have returned to more fun and activities. The first 
Friday back we had the story of the Good Samaritan and related 
activities; the children leaving with bandaged legs and arms! The rest of 
the month we have the themes of winter and dinosaurs. 
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& SUPER STARS XTRA 

        

Although Father Christmas is a very busy man he still found time to visit 
the Extras during their Christmas meal. They too received gifts. They 
then made Christmas tree baubles, completed their crafted Christmas 
Cards and made a reindeer with corks. 

They too have returned in the New Year to a Film evening watching 
‘The Rise of the Guardians’, ceramic crafting and sports. 
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Candlelight Carol Service 2017 

 

Representatives from the children’s groups in the Church; Sundiclub, 
Super Stars and EXTRAs, Youth Space, Messy Church, Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows, all joined members of our congregation to 
work together and provide us with a wonderful Candlelit Carol Service. 
Well done to all who took the time to practice and present it to us. 

                                                       

 

 

 

5th December 2017 ‘Polar Express’ (2004) 
 On Christmas Eve, a young boy embarks on a magical adventure to the 
North Pole on the Polar Express, while learning about friendship, 
bravery and the spirit of Christmas. 
 ‘We liked how the boy could hear the bell because he believed in 
Father Christmas. Seeing is believing, but sometimes we can believe 
without seeing. The film was based on the Trinity; Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit was the tramp who helped the boy when he was at his 
lowest and lifted his spirits. The Train Conductor was the son and he 
introduced the boy to the train which led him to Santa. Santa Clause 
was the father who was the centre of the belief. He loves us and gives 
us what we need.’ (As noted by Sandy.) 
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19th December 2017 ‘The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe’ (2005) 
Four children have to leave their town because of the bombings of WWII. 
A woman and a professor take the children to their house. While playing 
a game of hide-and-seek, the youngest member of the family, Lucy, 
finds a wardrobe to hide in. She travels back and back into the 
wardrobe and finds a place named Narnia. After going in twice, the four 
children go in together for the last time. They battle wolves, meet talking 
animals, encounter an evil white witch and meet a magnificent lion 
named Aslan. Will this be the end of their journey to Narnia or will they 
stay?  
‘Aslan represents God who sacrificed himself to save others. The Snow 
Queen is the evil one. The four children all have different characteristics; 
Peter is the hero, Susan motherly and sensible, Edmund the sulky bad 
boy who learns his lesson and Lucy sweet innocent and forgiving.’  
Members enjoyed this compelling film and were eager to share their 
views about it. 
We finished the evening by talking about an outing and decided to go to 
Jump Giants-the trampoline centre in Wymeswold. The money from our 
Coffee Morning on 11th November will fund this. We wished each other 
a Happy Christmas and all were given a selection box. 
 
16th January 2018 ‘The Great Gatsby’ (2013) 
This film is an adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald's Long Island-set novel, 
where Midwesterner Nick Carraway is lured into the lavish world of his 
neighbour, Jay Gatsby. Soon enough, however, Carraway will see 
through the cracks of Gatsby's nouveau riche existence, where 
obsession, madness, and tragedy await. 
It was a very sad film and one member in particular was so angry 
because she had wanted a happy ending! They felt that Daisy should 
have been stronger and owned up and generally taken more control of 
her life. This led us to ask why people today drink and take drugs when 
they know the damage these substances can cause. We then looked at 
the way people assume that others have a better time, a better life and 
better chances. We even touched on the nature of Donald Trump … 
Finally, we suggested - don’t judge a person by their outward 
appearance and stand up for yourself. 
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New Year prayers for Peace and Heart prayers 
Our new Prayer Corner in the Worship Room mirrored the New Year 
poster on Baxter Gate and the Prayer Tree in the Family Room both 
give the opportunity for writing down your prayers. These will be prayed 
over every Thursday. Do use these facilities. 
 
Valentine Service  
On 11th February we will once again have a 
service with a focus on love. This will be a 
Family Service with the opportunity to choose 
from crafts, activities, singing, meditation or 
quietness. Take an invitation from the Foyer 
Racks and invite your friends and neighbours. 
 
 
Our Garden Awards - in cabinet - look now 
Our Church Garden Project has won the ‘Working Together’ category of 
the Loughborough in Bloom ‘Don’t Muck Around’ Award and Level 4 
‘Thriving’ in the ‘It’s your neighbourhood award. These have been on 
show in the cabinet next to Gert’s Office so do take a look before it is 
taken down. 
 
And finally our prayers 

 
 
 Give thanks for our Church as we work together 

transforming places and people 
 For the babies, toddlers and their carers that 

bring them along to Little and Rising Stars every 
Monday afternoon, that we may by our actions 
show them something of God’s love. 

 For Super Stars and EXTRAs and their leaders 
and all the helpers as we start a new year together 

 For Youth Space as we invite new members along to our Film 
Evenings and as we enjoy our outing to Jump Giants 

 We pray for all our Services and the families that come to them 
 We continue to pray for healing for Helen, and for Steve, May 

and Hughie. Also for our oldest Super Star Roy Davies who is 
not very well. 

 
Pauline Anderson 
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Messy Church 
 

‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself’ 

This was the theme for our Messy Church on 10th January 2018. We 
usually have the Messy Church on the first Wednesday of the month, 
but, as the children wouldn’t be back at school by then, we decided to 
move on a week in January to give everyone a chance to get over 
Christmas and be ready to start the New Year! 

You would perhaps think that everyone knows the story of the Good 
Samaritan in detail, but, as we found out, this is not quite so. We began 
by acting out the story in costume and using kitchen roll to bind up the 
wounded man. Everyone enjoyed this as well as polishing up on the 
details of the story and so we were ready to get on with the activities. 

In our activities we tried to cater for the wider variety of ages who are 
coming along to Messy Church. We made doctor’s bags and wrote a 
message inside on sticking plaster ‘love other people as much as you 
love yourselves.’ We thought about practical ways in which we could 
help others and wrote prayers for people who needed us to pray for 
them. Some of us coloured a picture of the story and talked about it 
while we were colouring. We covered our hands with paint! and made a 
frieze of all our hands – you will be seeing this soon!! A more 
demanding activity was to cut out the figures from the story and mount 
them on a background of the road from Jerusalem to Jericho -some of 
the children who did this really enjoyed it. 

After a lovely tea of pasta and chocolate sponge and custard we went 
into church to think about what we had been doing. We saw a short 
video to remind us of the story, we looked at some of the crafts we had 
made and we shared the prayers we had written.  We finished by 
singing ‘When I needed a neighbour.’ 

I think we will remember the story of the Good Samaritan and how we 
can all help each other! 

The Messy Church Team 
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Baptist Women’s Fellowship 

December 19th, our last meeting of 2017, was a Christmas afternoon 
with the theme, Unexpected Journeys.  

Between several carols we thought about journeys with unexpected 
encounters in the Old and New Testaments; the many journeys of 
people involved in the birth of the baby Jesus. This section included a 
playlet by Richard Everett which finished with the punch line ‘It’s not 
what you see but what you are looking for that counts’ This led to the 
third section, ‘What are you looking for?’ individually and collectively as 
a group… It is a question for the whole church – What are we looking 
for? 

January 9th 2018 The New Year Party.  

We played a variety of Beetle Drive when churches were drawn. A 
completed church was announced with Hallelujah! This was followed 
with a Bring and Share tea. The afternoon was enjoyable and a good 
start to 2018. 

So we look forward to the year ahead and give a welcome to anyone 
who is free to join us on Tuesdays at 2.30 pm in Millennium One, do 
have a word with Barbara. 

January 16th Lottie Wright works for a charity called Intercare.  

They have an office in Leicester and a warehouse in Syston where they 
receive donations of medicines and equipment from all over the UK to 
be sent to clinics in several African countries. The packaging in big 
boxes is knitted items such as blankets, baby cardigans, hats, slippers 
and teddy bears, all donated by supporters. At the end of the meeting 
Jean Bates handed over a large number of these garments made by 
LBC’s Yarn Angels group, we imagined them being unpacked and 
welcomed in Africa. 
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Knitters among the congregation might like to help in this way, if so 
contact Jean, or come to the meeting room, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays in the 
month from 10 am and see her there. You don’t have to come regularly, 
Jean has many home knitters. Wool and patterns are available. 

Future Events 
February 6th Colours for Europe 
February 13th Sheila Bass 
February 20th Richard O’Connor 
February 27th Sue Wainwright 
March 6th  AGM 
  
  
 

 
Monday Nighters 

 
Our next meeting is on Monday 5th Feb. when Mike & Lilian Limb                   
take us on a trip to Norway. 
 
This will be followed on Monday 19th Feb. by a talk                                     
by Rev. Roy Monks on "Life at the Airport".   
                     
Monday 5th March -----  Rev. Gert Glasius 

 
All welcome 
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Rotas for February 
 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS                            
   
Feb 4th     In memory of Mrs Cumberland 
Feb 11th  Elaine Grimley 
Feb 18th   Pauline Anderson 
Feb 25th   Celia Wilkinson 
     
 
SATURDAY STEWARDS  COFFEE MORNINGS 
    
Feb 3rd     Richard O’Connor  
Feb 10th   David Warren   Epilepsy Actio  
Feb 17th  Richard & Linda Parsons  Inner Wheel for Steps 
Feb 24th   David Gabe      Guides  
          
 
CHURCH STEWARDS 
 
Mornings   
Feb 4th    Roy & Moyra Davies, Shade Ojo 
Feb 11th    Margot Gabe, Victoria Edwards    

Feb 18th   Katie Tebbatt, Pat Moore 
Feb 25th  Anne Lockley, Peter Taylor        
 
Evenings  
John & Brenda Newton 
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Calendar for February 
 
 
Sat 3rd           6.30 Link Up: Bake Off  
 
Sun 4th       10.45 Family Service: Exodus 3: 1-14 
   6.00 Communion Service: Psalm 107 1-9 
 
Wed 7th        3.30 – 6.00  Messy Church       
Thurs 8th 11.00    Forget-me-nots 
Fri 9th    12.45     Luncheon Club 
 
Sun 11th  10.45 Valentine’s Family Service   
   6.00 Evening Worship: Psalm 2 
 
Mon 12th    7.30 Deacons’ Meeting 
Thurs 15th   7.30 Church Members’ Meeting: 20/20 
 
Sun 18th   10.45 Family Communion Service: Luke 4: 1-13  
               4.00 Sunday @ Four 
 
Tues 20th  12.45   Lunchtime Concert:  
  Loughborough Endowed Schools Students 
Thurs 22nd  11.00     Forget-me-nots 
Fri 23rd   12.45  Luncheon Club 
 
Sun 25th  10.45 Family Worship: Luke 9: 57-62 
   6.00    Evening Worship: Psalm 15 
 
 
 
 
 
Items for the March magazine should be handed into the office or sent 
to edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk by NOON on Sunday Feb 18th  
 

mailto:Edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk
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